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HONORING THE ST. JOHN BOSCO
HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 21, 2014

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, today | rise to congratulate the St.
John Bosco High School varsity football team
on their numerous accomplishments during
their 2013-2014 football season. The St. John
Bosco Braves are an outstanding football
team from Bellflower, CA. The Braves were
named the 2013 California Interscholastic Fed-
eration (CIF) Pac5 Division Champions, CIF
Southern Regional Champions, CIF State
Champions, and National Champions by Max
Preps.

The historic season for the St. John Bosco
Braves began with the school's second ever
CIF Finals appearance against their longtime
rival, Mater Dei High School. After an
uncharacteristically slow first half, the Braves
came out firing in the second half and ended
up beating the Mater Dei Monarchs 34-7, thus
crowning the Braves CIF Pac-5 champions,
the first football title in the school's seventy-
three (73) year history. A week later, St. John
Bosco routed the Corona Centennial Huskies
70-49, thus giving the Braves yet another
award to add to the season, CIF Southern Re-
gional Champions. The next and last game on
the schedule had the entire Bosco community
on edge as it was not only the State Cham-
pionship game, but that it was against the De
La Salle High School Spartans who headed
into the State Championship game with a 40
game winning streak. After four grueling quar-
ters of football, the Braves came out on top
20-14, ending the Spartans’ winning streak
and crowning the Braves 2013 CIF State
Champions; the first in school history.

The St. John Bosco Braves finished their
season 16-0, which propelled them to the top
of the national football rankings along with
Allen High School from Allen, Texas and
Washington High School out of Miami, Florida.
On January 27th, the ninth annual MaxPreps
Football Tour of Champions arrived in Bell-
flower, CA to award the Braves with the Na-
tional Championship trophy. This award came
with the nation’s number one ranking out of
15,000 schools and is a feat never accom-
plished by any sport in the school’s history.

Due to such a successful season, Head
Coach Jason Negro was awarded various ac-
colades, including the MaxPreps High School
National Coach of the Year award, the Press-
Telegram Dream Team Coach of the Year, the
American Football Monthly Magazine National
Coach of the Year, and CIF Southern Section
Pac-5 Coach of the Year. In addition, earlier
in the year Coach Negro was selected to
coach the West Team at the 2013 U.S. Army
All-American Game and was awarded the
Xenith/Bill Yoast National Coach of the Year
presented by the Army All-American Bowl.

As a result of the hard work and dedication
displayed by the Braves in the 2013-2014
football season, made evident by their list of
accomplishments, it was no surprise that sev-
eral varsity football players received full rides
to study and compete at the college level. On
February 5th, 2014, the following players com-
mitted and signed their National Letters of In-
tent to their respective universities: Brett Bald-
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win (Air Force Academy), Malik Dorton (Uni-
versity of Southern California), Shay Fields
(University of Colorado), Naijiel Hale (Univer-
sity of Washington), Chandler Hawkins (Naval
Academy), Chandler Leniu (University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley), Damien Mama (University of
Southern California), Jacob Tuioti-Mariner
(University of California, Los Angeles), and
Jaleel Wadood (University of California, Los
Angeles).

| once again would like to recognize and
congratulate the St. John Bosco Braves and
Coach Negro on their historic season and nu-
merous accomplishments. | wish all of the
players continued success as they pursue
their goals in athletics, academics, and their
careers.

IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 3189
HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 21, 2014

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
submit the following:

MONTEZUMA VALLEY IRRIGATION
COMPANY,
Cortez, CO 81321

To WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: At their regu-
larly scheduled meeting on October 8, 2013,
the Board of Directors of Montezuma Valley
Irrigation Company voted unanimously to
support the proposed House Resolution 3189
introduced by Representative Scott Tipton
and others.

We believe that this Bill is critical to pro-
tect water rights held by citizens and enti-
ties such as ours from usurpation by Federal
agencies. In doing so, it preserves the water
rights long held by, and essential to the sur-
vival of, agribusinesses, recreational busi-
nesses, municipalities, and individuals
throughout our state and all states that re-
ceive water from rivers and streams origi-
nating in the state of Colorado.

Regards,

GERALD KOPPENHAFER,
MVIC Board President.
MONTEZUMA COUNTY,
October 15, 2013.
Congressman SCOTT TIPTON,
House of Representatives,
Third District, Durango, CO.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE TIPTON: The Monte-
zuma County Board of County Commis-
sioners would like to strongly express our
formal support for the proposed House H.R.
3189, the Water Rights Protection Act.

The USFS and BLM are notorious for at-
tempting to subjugate private property
rights through coercion and deception. Re-
cently the USFS has attempted to coerce
water users to apply for water rights in the
name of the United States rather than the
name of the purchaser as a condition to be
permitted to operate on federal lands.

This action is unethical, constitutes a fed-
eral taking of private property without just
compensation, and is a violation of the
Takings Clause of the Fifth Amendment of
the United States Constitution. Moreover
this is a blatant attempt to subvert long-
standing state water laws in the western
United States which under the United States
Constitution belongs under state authority.

These actions have already had a negative
effect on ski areas which are critical to west-
ern states economies. Since many of the mu-
nicipalities and agricultural operations rely
upon similar storage facilities they are
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equally at risk since most of the absolute
and conditional water rights in the arid west
originate on high altitude federal lands
where annual precipitation accumulates as
snow fall.

The Water Rights Protection Act, House
H.R. 3189, will protect our western commu-
nities, family farms, small business, energy
development and other economic activities
that rely upon privately held water rights
for our livelihood and way of life.

This Bill will assist in establishing clear
boundaries for federal jurisdiction and help
prevent federal overreaches.

The Montezuma County Board of County
Commissioners

STEVE D. CHAPPELL,

KEENAN G. ERTEL,

LARRY DON SUCKLA.

MESA COUNTY,
Grand Junction, CO, December 19, 2013.
Re House Resolution 3189—Water Rights Pro-
tection Act of 2013

Hon. MARK UDALL,
U.S. Senate,
Grand Junction, CO.

DEAR SENATOR UDALL: As you know, Rep-
resentative Tipton has authored House Reso-
lution 3189, The Water Rights Protection Act
of 2013. H.R. 3189 protects privately held
water rights, prohibits federal taking of
water rights and upholds state water law.

It is within your power to circumvent
these future problems through legislative
intervention. The bill would prohibit agen-
cies from implementing a permit condition
that requires the transfer of privately held
water rights to the federal government in
order to receive or renew a permit for the
use of land. In addition the bill prohibits the
Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary
of Agriculture from requiring water users to
acquire rights for the United States rather
than for the water user themselves. This bill
upholds longstanding federal deference to
state water law and has no cost to the Amer-
ican taxpayer.

On behalf of the 150,000 constituents of
Mesa County, the Board of Commissioners
asks for you to support this legislation, not
simply through non-binding administrative
action but rather by making this action law.
The Commissioners fear that without sup-
porting this bill to law, any temporary ad-
ministrative ‘“‘patch’ will lead to future cri-
sis of water rights in Mesa County.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Board of County Commissioners.

STEVE ACQUAFRESCA,
Chair,

ROSE PUGLIESE,
Commissioner,

JOHN JUSTMAN,
Commissioner.

MESA COUNTY BOARD
OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS,
Grand Junction, CO, December 19, 2013.
Re House Resolution 3189—Water Rights Pro-
tection Act of 2013

Hon. MICHAEL BENNET,
U.S. Senate,
Grand Junction, CO.

DEAR SENATOR BENNET: As you know, Rep-
resentative Tipton has authored House Reso-
lution 3189, The Water Rights Protection Act
of 2013. HR 3189 protects privately held water
rights, prohibits federal taking of water
rights and upholds state water law.

It is within your power to circumvent
these future problems through legislative
intervention. The bill would prohibit agen-
cies from implementing a permit condition
that requires the transfer of privately held
water rights to the federal government in
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